
 

 

 

 
Newsletter of the Supreme Council for Australia, 2010 -2011 

 
Editor Prof. Em. W Thompson 33° Grand Prior 

 

A changing of the guard on Supreme 

Council 

 

M∴P∴ Bro Peter St. John Straw, 33° having 

resigned as Sovereign Grand Commander at 

our June meeting 2011 was succeeded by 

V∴P∴Bro. Peter Rowland 33°,LGC as the 

new SGC. 

 
The new SGC 

 

M∴Ill∴ Bro Ian Tilbury, 33°, Region 1, was 

subsequently appointed as the new LGC. 

 

 
Our new LGC 

 

According to the Grand Constitutions 

Supreme Council must consist of 9 members 

only, so the ensuing vacancy on SC was filled 

by M∴ Ill∴ Bro Andrew Charlton 33°. 

Andrew was in accordance with tradition 

appointed Grand Captain General. He is also 

Regional Commander  -Region 5. 

 

The Grand Secretary General 

Most Illustrious Bro. Bob Lions having 

completed his term as The Grand Secretary 

General of Supreme Council has retired 

after many years of service to the A&ASR. 

 

 

 

The SGC Supreme Council has thanked 

Bob for his tireless efforts over many years 

and all members wish him many happy 

years of retirement. The new GSG will be 

V∴ Ill∴ Bro. Dominic DeCandia  Other 

Changes to Supreme Council are shown in 

the Tableau later in the newsletter. 

 

 

Order of Merit Awards. 

OoM & CoM.- The names of those 

brethren honoured by Supreme Council by 

being admitted to the Order of Merit as 

Members and Companions (OoM and 

CoM) will be notified on a Regional basis 

by the Regional Commander and Supreme 

Council circular to all Chapters and 

Councils in Australia. 

 

Open Entry Chapters & Ritual. 

The consecration of the third Open Entry 

Chapter in Australia took place in Cairns 

(Region 7) during March this year, it was a 

great success, petitioners and candidates 

being admitted in a ceremony performed 

by Supreme Council.  
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The availability of this new parallel entry 

programme and ritual has been greeted by 

members with great enthusiasm. Other 

Regions where new ‗Open‖ chapters are 

formed are in Region 1 (Sydney), and Region 

3 (Melbourne) . 

 

Rituals 

The latest edition of the 30° ritual is now 

available and a revised Consecration ritual for 

Chapters is also to be printed. 

Intermediate Degrees 4
th

 to 17
th

, and 19
th

 to 

29th 

A reminder that printed volumes containing 

these Intermediate Degrees are available for 

purchase from the Grand East. 

 

 

Demonstration of Circa 1740 Apprentice 

and Fellowcraft Eccosais Degrees. 

The First working in Australia 

In July this year the Southern Cross Chapter 

of Improvement in Region 3 demonstrated the 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 degrees, most probably used by 

some lodges of the French Rite. 

Attending the presentation were over one 

hundred members of our Rite. It was great to 

see a Temple packed to the doors. This was 

followed by an excellent banquet hosted by St 

Andrew Council Number 29.  

 

 

Terrible Brother & the Grand Master 

 

 

Terrible Brother in his Chamber 

 
 
Several other Regions will be performing 

these demonstrations of these degrees 

during the next year. Region 3 is planning 

a second demonstration for its NSW or 

other brethren located away from 

Melbourne 

 

Regulations of the Order 

There have been many changes to the 

regulations of the A&ASR over the years 

since the last printing. These unpublished 

amendments will be incorporated in the 

next printing of the Order‘s Regulations. 

The new regulations, when completed, will 

be distributed in a loose leaf format. 

 

Visiting in Chapters 

Members of Open Entry Chapters and 

Universal members from overseas as 

visitors to Christian Chapters (and vice 

versa). 

The position of Supreme Council is clear. - 

There are no regulatory impediments to 

members of any regular Chapter here or 

overseas, visiting any Chapter in Australia 

or joining such a chapter following a vote 

in chapter according to regulation.   

 

Membership promotion and 

development aides. 

There is a DVD available from your 

Regional Commander which has a great 

deal of useful material on it. Among other 

items contained thereon, is a PowerPoint 

presentation on our Degrees, some 

publicity posters and cards, a lecture on the 

Order, and many other useful items. 
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Around the Regions: 

 

Region 1 

Recently the United Grand Lodge of NSW & 

ACT held an OPEN DAY in Sydney area. The 

Scottish rite had a stand which is shown below 

depicting our Regalia and a slide show on the 

Order. 

 
Region 1 Display 

 

Members of the Rite including District 

commanders were present and ready to answer 

questions from visitors. Note one of our new T 

Shirts on display with ties and other items 

available to members. 

 

The event was widely promoted across Sydney 

and ran from 10 am until 3 pm on a Sat and 

attracted many Masons interested to see what 

this Order had to offer. A local Lodge ran a 

BBQ and profits from the day were presented 

to a charity. 

After the great success of the day it is planned 

to repeat it again but this time in another area 

of Sydney next year. 
 

Region 3 

A MARKER IN OUR HISTORY 

With the introduction in 2008 of the Open 

Entry stream to the Ancient & Accepted 

Scottish Rite in Australia, came the 

opportunity for all Freemasons to become 

members of the Order and indeed, to progress 

through to the chair of Most Wise Sovereign 

and beyond, a possibility which until recently 

would have been otherwise unattainable. 

 

The enthronement of Excellent & Perfect 

Brother Ivan Harris 18˚ on November 18
th

 

2010 was just such an occasion when he 

became the very first Most Wise Sovereign 

not of the Christian faith in the Scottish 

Rite of Freemasonry in Australia. 

 

Most Powerful Brother Peter Straw, the 

Sovereign Grand Commander of the 

Supreme Council of the 33
rd

 Degree for 

Australia attended as Ivan took his 

obligation on the VSL, opened at the Old 

Testament, with his head covered as 

customary with the doctrines of his faith. 

 

All members of the Order throughout 

Victoria and Region 3 were invited to join 

with Alpha Victoria Sovereign Chapter to 

mark this epoch in the history of the 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite in 

Australia. 

 

Invitations were sent to a number of Craft 

Master Masons who attended the three 

course banquet, usual toasts and speeches 

 

The evening proved to be most enjoyable 

to all in attendance. 

 
Ivan, the officers and dignitaries 

 
 
NEW 33RD DEGREE AND DISTRICT COMMANDER 

 
Supreme Council elected 13 new members 
of the Order to the 33

rd
 and last degree in 

Freemasonry at its annual meeting in June. 
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Peter and Members of the 33rd Degree 

 
One of these gentlemen in receipt of this 
ultimate accolade was Very Illustrious Bro. 
Peter Simpson from Region 3.  
 
Peter was Installed as District Commander for 
NSW Riverina by the Regional Commander 
Prof Em William (Bill) Thompson, Grand 
Prior, assisted by a team of 33

rd
 Degree 

Masons from all over Region 3 on the 10
th

 
July at Wagga Wagga.  It was a great day, as 
a Higher degree ceremony for Sublime 
Princes was held prior to the Installation and a 
Chinese Banquet was provided afterwards for 
brethren and their ladies where all were 
treated to a sumptuous feast and great 
company.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

By the Gr Prior. 
 

We all know who the Worshipful Master 

represents in a Craft Lodge – King 

Solomon of course. 

 

Have you ever thought who does the Most 

Wise Sovereign represent in one of our 

Sovereign Chapters???? 

 

Well! 

The Most Wise Sovereign in the 18
th

 

degree DOES NOT represent a person at 

all!!,---- as is the case in many degrees in 

Freemasonry. 

 

He does in fact, represent a principle. 

 

He represents the personification of 

Wisdom and Reflection. 

 

----Hence his title and name --- 

MOST WISE Sovereign. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tableau of Supreme Council.  
 
 

Sovereign Grand Commander MөPөBro Peter Rowland 

Lieutenant Grand Commander V\P\ Bro Ian Tilbury 

Grand Prior M\Ill\ Bro William Thompson 

Grand Director of Ceremonies M\Ill\ Bro Rod Powell 

Grand Treasurer General M\Ill\ Bro Jim Gist 

Grand Chancellor M\Ill\ Bro Ken Smith 

Grand Registrar M\Ill\ Bro Philip Clark 

Grand Marshall M\Ill\ Bro Bill Morgan 

Grand Captain General M\Ill\ Bro Andrew Charlton 
Grand Secretary General Ill Bro Dominic De Candia 

 
 
 
 
 

The lecture below may be of interest. 
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THE SWORD AND OUR ORDER 

by 

Prof. Em.  W Thompson 33° Grand Chancellor. 

May 2010 

 

Even though we, as Knights of the Pelican and Eagle and Grand Elect Knights Kadosh, no 

longer wear dress swords as part of our regalia, the sword remains an important implement in 

our Ancient and Accepted Rite. 

The ceremonial sword, accompanies the Members of SC on their visits, whilst at the other 

end of the scale the candidate takes his obligation with a sword, joining with the compasses, 

to bind his hand to the Holy Book. Candidates receive the Accolade in most degrees with the 

Sword, and it plays a big part in the 33
rd

 Degree. 

 

The word ‗sword‘ is of old English origin but swords go much further back in antiquity. 

No doubt they derive from stone age daggers, later swords have been found with a hilt riveted 

to the blade.  

Swords became distinguished from daggers only when the blade was continued into the hilt as 

a tang and the blade then could be lengthened and so used for cutting as well as thrusting. 

 

By Roman times the sword had already achieved a symbolic significance and had become the 

ceremonial instrument for honourable departure from life. 

 

It was the Vikings who by carbonising iron blades, converted them into much more 

formidable weapons 

 

In latter centuries, at centres like Japan &Toledo, swords were given strength and elasticity 

by repeated reheating and folding layer over layer.  

 

This soon led to the persona of individual swords. 

 

In Mediaeval times the sword became to the mounted knight his distinguishing accoutrement 

of chivalry while his vassals had to fight on foot with pikes and staves. 

 

Some swords became famous with names. 

 

In all legends, the gallant knight had a sword with a name, a sword which was his prized 

possession. 

 

Charlemagne the first Holy Roman Emperor had a sword - Flamberge, the flame cutter. 

 

We all know of Excalibur, the sword drawn from the ―Rock‖ by Arthur Pendragon.  

 

And even in this modern and material age the romance has not vanished. 

In Tolkien‘s ―Lord of the Rings‖, the magic of the sword was still alive. 

Anduril, is the broken sword of Elendil, which was repaired by the Elves for Striker, or 

Aragon, the heir of Elendil. 

 

Swords became identified with the cross when Knights took up the cause of the church and 

set forth to recapture the Holy Land and Jerusalem in the Crusades. 
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The word Crusade itself is derived from the cross. 

On the cross bar between the blade and the hilt many a Knight‘s pledge was sworn and sealed 

with the lips.  

 

To the Knight Templar the sword was not only his weapon but his identification. On his tomb 

there was no inscription engraved and he was distinguished merely by the outline of his 

sword 

 

The symbolism of the sword has survived in the sword of justice and the sword of mercy. 

 

It is still the instrument of state carried before State officials and Kings and Queens. 

 

The sword stands for many things. 

It occurs frequently in the Bible, mainly in the Old Testament. 

You will remember that God placed an angel with a flaming sword at the entrance to Eden to 

prevent Adam from re-entering after he was driven out of the garden. 

There are frequent references to the Sword of the Lord, especially by the prophets Isaiah, 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel.  

 

But to us in the Ancient and accepted Rite the sword is the Sword of the Spirit.    THE 

SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, which is the word of God. 

 

To our Order it has specific significance. 

The Teutonic Knights returned to Prussia after the Crusades and were given all lands to the 

East which they could conquer from the Moslems.  Part of the makeup of their Order was a 

group which was established in 1204 by the Bishop of Livonia. This group of Knights were 

called by various names and some of these names are important clues to our Masonic heritage. 

These names were, 

Kts of Livonia, 

Order of Brothers of the Sword 

Order of Kts of the 2 Swords. 

Order of Brothers of the Militia of Christ. 

Kts of the Cross 

Order of Kts Arms Bearers     their main title (emblem 2 crossed swords St Andrew 

style)—seen that before??? have you?? 

 

In 1237 the Arms Bearers unofficially joined with the Teutonic Knights and adopted the 

name Kts of the Cross until 1526. 

 

The Teutonic Order survived till the end of the 1800s. 

 

Baron Karl Gottlieb von Hund, a German nobleman and Freemason, was according to himself, 

initiated into the "Higher degrees" and with a sword dubbed "Knight Templar", while in Paris 

in 1743, by an "Unknown Superior" identified to him only under the name of "the Knight of the 

Red Feather".  Later found to be Charles Edward Stuart. 

 

In a letter regarding the Swedish Rite Stark, a prominent person in Masonic history said in a 

letter ñVon Charisien in Stralsund told me that it was well known in the old Swedish system 

(Scandinavian version of the A&ASR) that the Templar Order was comprised in the Masonic 

Order, which was its actual continuationò  
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Now remember that the ―Arms Bearers‖ were during all of this time an integral part of the 

Teutonic Knights who were strongly connected with Von Hund and the Swedish Rite.  

 

In rituals of our high degrees in the 1700s Rite of Perfection (or Order of the Royal Secret - 

later the A&A Scottish Rite) every bit of symbolism on the floor draft and the regalia meant 

something and was explained in detail. Yet there is one item which has eluded explanation, and 

for which I have found no one who could offer an explanation, other than the simple and 

unsatisfactory one, that they refer to the St Andrew Cross. 

 

This item is the symbol of the crossed swords.  They appear in the present day 30
th

 and 31
st
 

degrees and when the 30
th

 was the 24
th 

 degree of the Rite of Perfection the Cordon only 

contained symbols used by the Teutonic Knights and the Arms Bearers the Teutonic Cross and 

the Crossed Swords.  Further the 25
th

 degree SPRS now the 32
nd

 A&ASR also used the 

crossed swords in the ritual.  But most important of all, is the degree which connects them, the 

31
st
 degree, which as we know from the Grand Constitutions came from the Scottish Judges of 

which Martinez was the founder and who can be traced to the original Templars, the Strict 

Observance and the Teutonics. On the Cordon of this degree the main symbol is the Crossed 

Swords. 

 

So the Crossed Swords being the main symbol on the coat of arms of the Arms Bearers and we 

can link them as part of the Teutonic Knights, to which we can link the 1600s Rosicrusians, and 

members of the Rite of Strict Observance, the Clermont Chapter and the Scottish Rite. 

 

 

On the other hand we can see from the one of the earliest 29
th

 degree rituals (1804) of Grand 

Master Ecosse (Kt of St Andrew) and the Clermont System degrees of 1754, that we have a 

ritual link back to the Order of the Chardon of St Andrew of 1687, 1540 and initially 1314. 

------OR ------is this actually the same link? 

 

 

So may it always be with our Rite, and may there always be a succession of candidates bound 

to us by THE SWORD. 

 

 

 

 

 
Parts of this paper have been extracted from a paper entitled The Sword - anonymous 

 

 

 
This paper is the view of the Author and may or may not reflect the views of Supreme Council 

 

 
Till our next newsletter. 

 
W.T. (Ed.) 

 


